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Summary of 1st ReCreew Spring School
Hamburg (Germany)
1st ReCreew Spring School of COST Action ES1407 (ReCreew) 
organized by Julia Hobohm and Charles Nguyen was held 
between 5th to 10th February 2017 in Hamburg, Germany. 
A group of 18 participants were selected by a Recreew 
evaluation team (Kerstin Kuchta, Andrew Hursthouse, 
Alessandra Ceasaro, Eric van Hullebusch, Benedicta Omokaro 
and Julia Hobohm) to receive a STSM grant to participate 
after an open invitation call. The students came from from 
Belgium, Italy, Greece, Germany, Poland, Spain, Belgium, 
Lithuania and China, with a diverse range subject specialisms 
and a strong academic background. The Cost Action - known 
to support women in scientific fields - has provided a ratio of 
55% women and 45% men to participate the Spring School. 
All were highly motivated and keen to engage with the 
diverse and challenging agenda for the week.

The venue for the Spring School included a base for the group 
in a countryside lodge in Maschen, in the rural outskirts of 
Hamburg, which allowed breakout and seminar sessions to 
be freely organized and the group to spend time working on 
study tasks. Specific workshop sessions were held in TUHH, 
Hamburg and a number of visits to recycling and waste 
processing operations in and around the local area. As a 
cultural programme the Spring School has organized a visit 
and private lead-in to the opera play Othello by Giuseppe 
Verdi in the Staatsoper Hamburg.

After opening introduction by Kerstin Kuchta on Monday 5th, 
“Data Collection and Data Base standards” was presented 
by Alexandra Pehlken, Clayton Burger and Oliver Krüger. 
This was followed by a seminar on Writing and Publishing 
in Science and Technology and Grant Funding by Andrew 
Hursthouse. 

The second day started with a lecture about collection of 
WEEE, by Julia Hobohm and an excursion to the latest 
Hamburg collection yard. On Wednesday a lecture about 
Reuse – Recycling – Refining of WEEE by Bojan Batinic 
was held at Stilbruch GmbH (Reuse shop). After lunch the  
students visited the scrap recycler TSR GmbH which was also 
the venue for a lecture on Biomining.

Institute of Enviromental Technology and Energy 
Economics flyers and the 1st ReCreew – Spring School 
brochure.

Writing and Publishing in Science and Technology and 
Grant Funding by Andrew Hursthouse.
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Collection of WEEE by Julia Hobohm.

Global aspects in WEEE management were addressed on 
Thursday with webinars about WEEE management in China 
and Brazil, from Xianlai Zeng Ricardo Gabbay de Souza. This 
was also a day for “soft skills” development and the group 
members were provided with opportunities to look at 
personal development, future career planning in a series of 
master classes and workshops led by Monica Clausen.

On Friday the concluding sessions focused on identifying the 
best team performance. Over the week, the participants, 
divided into 5 small working groups (team Y, Nd, Dy, Ta and 
Sm), were given critical WEEE recycling and metal recovery 
tasks to study and produce a critical analysis of the issue. The 
final task was to judge the most successful team work and 
presentation. The panel presented the 1st ReCreew Award to 
Athanasia Kousati, Robert Reinhardt, Fernando Penaherrera 
and Martyna Potempa and runner up to Asma Sikander, Nina 
Nicomel, Vasiliki Savvilotidou and Xiaodong Jia.

Team Nd: Robert Reinhardt, Athanasia Kousati, 
Fernando Penaherrera and Martyna Potempa.

Team Ta: Xiaodong Jia, Vasiliki Savvilotidou, Asma 
Sikander and Nina Nicomel.

Presentation of the participants.
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On behalf of the organizers and Action MC, congratulations to all the participants who were enthusiastic and 
dedicated to their tasks. It showed great potential for future professionals in WEEE resource recovery and 
waste management.

All participants of the 1st ReCreew-Spring School.


