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In the opening words by the chair of the action Prof. Kerstin Kuchta, greetings 
from the COST Scientific Officer via email were shared and compliments to 
the organizer presented. After the opening words, an overview of the first 
working group which focused on the data management was provided by the 
WG1 leader Dr. Alexandra Pehlken. In the presentation networking was raised 
as an key issue of the whole action. This together with close co-operation 
with other projects would facilitate the development of data bases.

Opening word by the ReCreew co-
ordinator Prof. Kerstin Kuchta from 
Hamburg University of Technology

Compliments to the organizer Prof. Silvia Fiore.

The final meeting of ReCreew COST Action ES1407 (ReCreew) organized 
by Prof. Silvia Fiore was held between the 4th and 5th of February 2019 
in Turin, Italy. A group of over 43 participants from 16 different countries 
participated the event. The event was divided into two different sections: 
On the first day, results from all six work packages as well as the young 
researchers group were presented while on the second day a technical visit 
to a WEEE treatment plant was organized. 

For WG3, focused on the pre-treatment of WEEE, an overview was 
presented by Dr Bojan Batinic. The rapid changes in technologies and the 
design of electronic devises together with shorter life span makes the 
WEEE stream unique and challenging. One key issue in the pre-treatment 
of CRMs is that components containing CRM should be prevented from 
entering the shredder with other components.  

The outcome of the WG4 focusing on advanced 
treatment and refining methods was provided by 
Prof. Eric van Hullebusch. New technologies in 
hydrometallurgy as well as in biohydrometallurgy 
were presented. Even though complex mineralogy 
and dynamic composition create new challenges in 
processing, there is progress in all treatment methods. 
In addition, the combination and integration of 
different treatment methods may be required.  

Prof. Katia Lasaridi presented the main 
outcomes of WG2 related to WEEE 
collection. It was outlined that you cannot 
recover anything from WEEE that is not 
collected. Therefore, a system approach 
over the whole recycling chain is needed.

Dr. Alexandra Pehlken presenting 
results of WP1.
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Dr. Bojan Batinic and pre-treatment of WEEE.

During the entire ReCreew action the group of Young Researchers 
formed a key foundation for the action which generated memorable 
connections between experts around Europe. Dr. Alessandra Cesaro 
gave an overview of the work and outcomes from the Young Researchers 
group. Networking was seen as a key enabler for current and future 
cooperation. To boost this networking, Short Term Scientific Missions, 
Training schools and Flying Academies around Europe were organized. In 
addition, participation in international conferences was supported which 
assisted the dissemination of ReCreew action.    

Before the closure of day one, an interesting session on Statistics on 
the national arising of E-scrap and the movement of E-scrap between 
countries was provided by Prof. Katia Lasaridi.

Main outcomes of WG5, focused on Life Cycle 
Assessment (LCA) issues within WEEE management, 
were presented by Prof. Konstadinos Ampeliotis. 
In the presentation examples on how LCA has 
been applied in terms of WEEE recycling and CRM 
recovery was reflected.

The treatment of WEEE is global and has different 
effects on its local environment. These and in 
particular health impacts were discussed during the 
overview of WG6 presented by Prof. Stefan Salhofer. 
Among other things, data availability and validation 
was raised in the discussion.

Prof. Eric van Hullebusch  describing current situation in the 
recovery of metals from WEEE.

Prof. Katia Lasaridi discussing about 
WEEE collection.

Prof. Konstadinos Ampeliotis and 
LCA of WEEE recycling.

Prof. Stefan Salhofer presenting the global 
views of WEEE treatment.
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The second day started with a bus journey to a WEEE treatment plant in Turin. Interesting discussions and 
exchange of experiences between the host of Amiat- Azienda Multiservizi Igiene Ambientale Torino S.P.A. and 
ReCreew members took place.

After the technical visit a lunch was organized at the Politecnico di Torino where final networking and exchange 
of ideas within the ReCreew network took place.

Dr. Alessandra Cesaro presenting the 
outcomes of Young Researchers Group.

Discussion among participants.

All participants of the ReCreew’s final meeting.


